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ARCHBISHOP’S FOREWORD

We are once again happy to present to our dear readers this 
Christmas edition of “Mpingo Ndife Tonse; Tiyendere 
Limodzi Magazine.”

The Catholic Church in Lilongwe is ever growing in all spheres 
of life, spiritual as well as social. The Lord continues to bless 
us with dedicated sons and daughters who commit their lives to 
develop the church in Lilongwe.

We are also grateful to God who does not leave His flock 
unattended. Now and again the Archdiocese receives new 
servants in different congregations to start their apostolates in 
our Archdiocese. I have in mind the new congregation for the 
religious Sisters, Sisters of Our Lady, who are settling at St. 
John Paul II Parish in Chitedze.

May I take this golden opportunity to encourage every Catholic 
Christian as well as our dear catechumens to pray for our big 
project of the New Cathedral. We have really a huge task ahead 
of us to make sure that we start the work of building the house 
of God. This is for the glory of God and not for any individual 
human being. If we sincerely pray to God, He will answer our 
prayers. I therefore, ask everybody to cooperate with the various 
committees that have been appointed to coordinate the work of 
the new Cathedral.  

My dear brothers and sisters, our country is still going through 
tough moments following the 21st May, 2019 disputed Tripartite 
Elections. We all know the dissatisfaction of many citizens 
because of the way the elections were handled. The results are 
lawlessness, violent protests, killings, burning of public as well 
as private structures, etc. This is very disturbing and worrisome 
for every well-intentioned Malawian.  

Let us continue to pray for peace, reconciliation and unity in 
our country as the matter is being handled by the courts.  May 
I ask the concerned parties to observe the peace and calm. Our 
country is already struggling in many spheres such as in health, 
education and infrastructural development. Let us not make 
decisions that will worsen the situation. 

I encourage honest dialogue between the government and the 
opposition side. May the civil society too take responsibility and 
act within the rules and laws of the land. Let us shun every form 
of violence. We ought to respect the dignity of all human beings.

Finally, we would like to wish all the faithful and the people 
of good will a fruitful and reflective advent season, a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year, 2020. 

May the good Lord bless you.

+ T.G. Ziyaye

Archbishop of Lilongwe 
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EDITORIAL

MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

Dear reader

Welcome to the December edition of the 2019 Mpingo Ndife 
Tonse: Tiyendere Limodzi Magazine. In this edition, we are 
taking you through the various events that have taken place in the 
Church. And again, being a Christmas Issue, we have not left out 
stories of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, who came to save all 
the people.

We are coming from the missionary activities whose focus was 
being baptized and sent. All of us who received Baptism are 
compelled to be missionaries to places where we live. 

From the last edition to this period, the Archdiocese was extremely 
busy with its evangelization drive through various ministries. This 
magazine covers some of the issues for your daily reflection on 
what the church is doing and hence shares with you her mission 
so that you do your part.

The Church says, “We belong to the Church. It’s time to rekindle 
the enthusiasm of our Baptismal Commitment with Gospel joy. 
Let us help in realizing the mission of God entrusted to the 
Church: “Go and make disciples of all nations.”

Mpingo Ndife Tonse; Tiyendere Limodzi Magazine contains 
articles that will help you fulfil your role as a baptized and sent 
missionary. We echo the four pillars of the missionary work that 
we were all commissioned by His Grace Tarcisius G. Ziyaye on 
30th September 2019 through our respective leaders. We were 
commissioned to:

• Nurture our friendship with Jesus Christ in his Church: in the 
Eucharist, in the Word of God, and in personal and communal 
prayer.

• Study and be inspired by the lives of the saints, martyrs, and 
confessors of the faith. They are outstanding expressions of 
God’s presence in the Church scattered throughout the world.

• Participate in local Missionary formation: Biblical, Spiritual, 
Catechetical, and Theological.

• Share your time, talent, and treasure. Save to donate money 
to assist the missionary activities in the Church communities 
beyond ‘New Zealand.’ 

The Church in Malawi welcomed the new Nuncio to Malawi, His 
Excellency Gianfranco Gallone. He was welcomed at the Kamuzu 
International Airport, presented his papers to the President of 
the Republic of Malawi and celebrated his maiden Mass in the 
country.  We therefore have the presence of the Holy See among 
us. 

The Archdiocese is planning to build a Cathedral. This edition 
helps you understand the stage at which the project is since the 
inception of the notion.

We wish you all the best as we move towards the birth of Jesus 
Christ. Enjoy reading the magazine and be evangelized.

His Excellency Gianfranco Gallone (middle) with 
Archbishop Tarcisius Gervazio Ziyaye (left) and Archbishop 
Thomas Luke Msusa (right)

His Excellency Gianfranco Gallone with journalists
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KNOW YOUR ARCHDIOCESE

By Brian Leonard Banda

Archdiocese of Lilongwe
Archbishop Tarcizio Gervazio Ziyaye

NAME OF PARISH PATRON SAINT FOUNDED PARISH PRIEST OTHER PRIESTS CONGREGATION

MAULA DEANERY (8)

1 Maula Cathedral Our Lady of Africa 1954 Fr. Patrick Thawale Fr. Gerald Kubetcha Diocesan

2 Chigoneka St. Kizito 1975 Fr. Francis Taylor Fr. Martin Kavisu St. Patrick’s Missionary 
Society

3 Area 18 (Chimutu) St. Patrick 1976 Fr. Francis 
Damaseke

Fr. Michael Malomo 
(Curate) & Fr. Peter 
Muwanga 

Diocesan

4 Area 30 (Police 
Hqrs)

St. Ignatius 1989 Fr. Steven Likhutcha Diocesan

5 Area 49 St. Andrew 
Kaggwa 

1992 Fr. Constantine 
Mgunda

Fr. Mathews Potani & 
Fr. Henry Zulu

Diocesan

6 Kanengo St. Francis (of 
Assisi)

1976 Fr. Bill William 
Turnbull

Fr. James Ngahy Missionaries of Africa 
(White Fathers)

7 Chinsapo St. Denis 
Ssebuggwawo

2009 Fr. Julio Feliu Fr. Pawel Patyk Missionaries of Africa 
(White Fathers)

8 Lumbadzi St. Mathias 1987 Fr. Cyprian 
Chipalamwazani

Fr. Thomas Kasiya 
(Curate) 

Diocesan

MTIMA WOYERA DEANERY (6)

9 Mtima Woyera Sacred Heart of 
Jesus

1955 Fr. John Makola Fr. Dennis Mkomwa Diocesan

10 Kawale Holy Trinity (Utatu 
Woyera)

1991 Fr. Kelvin Khodola Diocesan

11 Chilinde Holy Family (Banja 
Loyera)

1974 Fr. Samson 
Kumkumbira

Diocesan

12 Area 23 St. Don Bosco 1996 Fr. Osward Mulenga Fr. Alex Kimu 
& Fr. Michael 
Mbandamba 

Selesians of Don Bosco

13 MDF Kamuzu 
Barracks

St. Mary’s 1986 Fr. Likado Diocesan

14 Msamba St. John the 
Baptist

1974 Fr. Moses Huruwella Fr. Slvio Zanardi 
(Curate) 

Comboni Missionaries 
of the Heart of Jesus

MCHINJI DEANERY (5)

15 Guilleme St. Anne 1935 Fr. Mathews Sitolo Fr. Richard Mthana & 
Fr. John Kaliwamba

Diocesan

16 Kachebere Our Lady of Help 1902 Fr. Audifasio Kapinga Fr. Peter Jester 
Banda (Curates) & Fr. 
Andrew Kholowa

Diocesan

17 Ludzi St. Joseph 1942 Fr. Mathias Chimbalu Fr. Evance Julius 
Malili (Curate)

Diocesan

18 Kapiri Our Lady of 
Carmel

1966 Fr. Nesta Mtiwa Fr. Alvaro Marini, 
(Curate) - Ephraim 
Kufamkumodzi, 

Order of the Discalced 
Carmelites

19 Mkanda St. Mark 1984 Fr. Francisco Bisai Fr. Anselmo Chiwaya 
(Curate)

Diocesan
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20 Kamangilira St. Augustine 2019 Fr. Peter 
Chatambalala

Diocesan

LIKUNI DEANERY (6)

21 Likuni Holy Rosary 1902 Fr. Tadeo Jobo Fr. Martin Mthumba 
(Curate); Fr. 
Zikomankhani 

Diocesan

22 Chilinda St. Clare 2010 Fr. Jean Damacene Fr. Francis Mbuvi 
(Curate)

Order of Franciscan 
Friars

23 Namitete St. Peter 1960 Fr. Michael 
Chimvalenji

Fr. James 
Mkwezalamba 
(Curate) & Fr. Mathias 
Modilamu

Diocesan

24 Mlale Theresa of the 
Child Jesus

1950 Fr. Kennedy Malemia Fr. Cornelius 
Kanyambo (Curate)

Diocesan

25 Nathenje Sts. Peter & Paul 1960 Fr. John Nyongani Fr Steven Chikhasu 
(Curate)

Diocesan

26 Chitedze St. John Paul II 2018 Fr. Innocent 
Mtapaonga

Fr. Elias Chizule 
(Curate) & Fr. Francis 
Lekaleka 

Diocesan

MADISI DEANERY (5)

27 Chiphaso Our Lady of Hope 1930 Fr. Augustine Matola Fr. John Paluku 
Kigonge & Fr. 
Philbert Namphande

Order of Discalced 
Carmelites

28 Kasungu St. Joseph 2000 Fr. Terry Mutesha Fr. Ludwik Zapala 
Louis

Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits)

29 Kalembe St. Thomas 
Aquinas

2011 Fr. Kelvin Ugwu Fr. Bonaventure 
Iyogun

Missionary Society of 
St. Paul of Nigeria

30 Madisi Our Lady of 
Victory

1957 Fr. Deusdedit 
Kanyambo

Fr. Augustine Kaliu 
(Curate) & Fr. Frank 
Lazaro Phiri

Diocesan

31 Kaphatika St. Vincent Pallot 2017 Fr. John Wellos Pallotines

DOWA DEANERY (5)

32 Mponela St. Benedict the 
Abbot

2010 Fr. Francis Sonkhani Fr. Daniel Kanzimbe 
(Curate)

Diocesan

33 Mtengowanthenga St. Augustine 1959 Fr. Patrick Byrne Fr. John Awoke 
(Curare)

St. Patrick’s (Katigan)

34 Nambuma Christ the King 1928 Fr. Regis Mshanga Fr. Demetrio Banda 
& Fr. Regis Kamera 
(Curates)

Diocesan

35 Mpherere Our Lady of 
Fatima

1939 Fr. Benedict 
Kamdabweni

Fr. Raphael Piringu 
(Curate) 

Diocesan

36 Namthomba St. Benedict the 
Black

1992 Fr. Sebastian Fr. Stanley 
Muhekiwa & Fr. 
Simeon Mteteka

Order of Franciscan 
Friars

SALIMA DEANERY (4)

37 Salima Our Lady of 
Fatima

1948 Fr. Emmanuel Diliwo Fr. Vincent Epulani 
(Curate)

Diocesan

38 Nkhotakota St. Paul 1978 Fr. Joseph Fr. Alfonso 
Hamweete

Selesians of Don Bosco

39 Chezi St. Charles 
Lwanga

1992 Fr. Charles Mtaki Fr. Alfred 
Nkundimana, & Fr. 
Willem Kerkoff

Missionaries of Africa 
(White Fathers)

40 Benga Mary Mother of 
the Church

Fr. Emmanuel 
Hernandez

Fr. Fernando Aquirre 
Herrera, Fr. Steven 
Jerry Ochieng

Missionary Community 
of St. Paul
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LILONGWE ARCHDIOCESE - OTHER ASSIGNMENTS FOR PRIESTS 

NAME OF THE PRIEST POSITION WORK STATION/INSTITUTION

1 Fr. Patrick Thawale Vicar General Archdiocese of Lilongwe

2 Fr. Alberto Elifala Archbishop’s Secretary Archdiocese of Lilongwe

3 Fr. Innocent Mtapaonga Pastoral Secretary Archdiocese of Lilongwe

4 Fr. Francis Lekaleka General Manager Likuni Press & Publishing House

5 Fr. Gerald Kubetcha Treasurer General Archdiocese of Lilongwe

6 Fr. Louis Chikanya Director Radio Alinafe (Lilongwe)

7 Fr. Peter Muwanga Chaplain Maula Prison & Bwaila Hospital

8 Fr. Claudio Biliati Chaplain Kamuzu Central Hospital

9 Fr. Peter Kapiri Rector Mlale Minor Seminary

10 Fr. Dennis Mkomwa Chaplain St. John’s Boys Secondary School

11 Fr. John Thawale Sabbatical, USA

12 Fr. Geoffrey Chikapa Bursar Mlale Minor Seminary

13 Fr. Demetrio Kadelera Chaplain Catholic University of Malawi (Nguludi)

14 Fr. Archangel Banda Lecturer St. Peter’s Major Seminary (Zomba)

15 Fr. Henry Zulu Director of Social Devel. Archdiocese of Lilongwe

16 Fr. Jos Kuppens Sector House, area 3 Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers)

17 Fr. James Ngahy Director Centre for Social Concern, Kanengo

18 Fr. Edward Kanyike Provincial Superior Comboni Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (Area 47 House), Lilongwe

19 Fr. Patrick Bwanali Comboni Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus (Area 47 House), Lilongwe

20

21 Fr. Misheck Banda Cappuchin Custody House Cappuchin Custody House, Lilongwe

22 Fr. Danny Cappuchin Custody House Cappuchin Custody House, Lilongwe

23 Fr. Kavishe Cappuchin Custody House Cappuchin Custody House, Lilongwe

24 Fr. Ken Principal Loyola High School, Kasungu

25 Fr. Jos Van B Superior Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers)

26 Fr. Africano Muchunguzu Treasurer Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers)

27 Fr. Sebastian Malambo Loyola High School, Kasungu

28 Fr. Sylvester Chasweka Student Study leave, Italy

29 Fr. Adrian Makasa Society of Jesus (Jesuits) - Area 9 House, 
Lilongwe

30 Fr. Denis Mwanza Teacher Mlale Minor Seminary

31 Fr. Maxwell Kubalasa Student Study leave, Nairobi

COLLEGE OF CONSULTORS 

Most Rev. T.G. Ziyaye Fr. Bill Turnbul

Monsignor Patrick Thawale Fr. Henry Zulu

Fr. Vincent Mwakhwawa Fr. Philbert Namphande
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The Catholic Church in Malawi, on 
12th October, 2019 ceremoniously 
and warmly welcomed His 

Excellency Archbishop Gianfranco 
Gallone as a new papal delegate to 
Malawi and Zambia.

Gianfranco was appointed papal nuncio 

to Zambia on 2nd February, 2019 and to 
Malawi on 8th May 2019 replacing His 
Excellency, Archbishop Julio Murat who 
has been appointed papal delegate to 
Cameroon.

The Pope’s presence in a local church 
in one particular region or territory is 

symbolised by the physical presence of a 
nuncio. Nuncio, nuntius in Latin, means 
messenger, or an envoy. Therefore, nuncio 
is an ecclesiastic title of a permanent 
diplomatic representative of the Roman 
Catholic Church to a sovereign state or 
international organisation.

DUTIES OF A NUNCIO 

A nuncio has two major duties: the first 
is state representative and the second is 
church representative.

The nuncio represents the Pope who is the 
head of Vatican State. He is an accredited 
ambassador to a civil government that 
maintains official diplomatic relations 
with the Holy See. The nuncio promotes 
good relations between a particular 
government and the Holy See. 

On the other hand, the nuncio is a symbol 
of the Pope’s presence in a particular 
Catholic Church. He reports to the Vatican 
the affairs and conditions of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the region.

Malawi enjoys a cordial relation with 
the Holy See under the Italian nuncio, 
Gianfranco Gallone, born 1963 and 
ordained priest in 1988.

THE NUNCIO – THE HOLY FATHER’S PRESENCE  
IN A LOCAL CHURCH

By Fr. Louis Chikanya

MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

His Excellency Gianfranco Gallone celebrated mass in Malawi
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WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT?

By Fr. Philbert Namphande, OCD

December 25, whose birthday is it? So often we forget what 
Christmas is all about – at least, the commercial world does. 
What a marvelous invitation we receive each year to remember 
whose birthday it is. Christ was born over 2,000 years ago; and 
Christ continues to gestate in the womb of our hearts. Angelus 
Silesius, a 17th century mystic and poet, wrote a simple poem 
that beautifully expresses the meaning of Christmas: Christ can 
be born a thousand times in Bethlehem but all in vain until He 
is born in me. In preparation for Christmas, it is good to travel 
to Bethlehem; not the Bethlehem of lsrael, but the Bethlehem 
within ourselves, within our hearts. Jesus is always ready to give 
us a new birth. Are we ready? How much do we long for Him to 
touch us in a way that we have never been touched before?

The early Christians cried out, “Maranatha” – “Come Lord 
Jesus, Come.” That certainly is our prayer. We want the Lord 
to come more and more deeply in us, more than ever before in 

our lives. 

We know Christ as the Prince of Peace, and yet, after 2,000 years, 
so much violence continues. Still, Christ’s love and peace born 
and lived out in us is a promise – hope in a world crying out for 
new birth. How well we know the joyful mystery of Visitation; 
how often we have meditated on it. Mary was told that she was 
to be the Mother of God. The first word of the new covenant 
was the word “rejoice”. “Rejoice Mary, the Lord is with you.” 
We want to celebrate the great news again and again! We never 
celebrate it enough. And again, l say REJOICE!

What was said to Mary is said to us all. Mary accomplished 
her mission. We are in the process of living our mission. So to 
each one of us, the angel is saying, “Rejoice, the Lord is with 
you.” Every liturgy proclaims that message and enables us to 
experience it more totally in our lives. The Lord is with you. The 
Lord is with us. Mary received that incredible Word and she said 

her ‘yes”. Then she was told about her cousin, Elizabeth, who 
though beyond the age of childbearing had already conceived 
and was in the sixth month of her pregnancy. The angel did not 
tell Mary to go and visit Elizabeth. The angel simply said, “Your 
cousin Elizabeth is with child and she is now in her sixth month.

What did Mary do? Immediately, or perhaps a better translation, 
“with full awareness” she went to help her cousin. How many 
people do we know about who are in need of help? No one sends 
us. We simply know about it. How important it is to open our 
eyes and ears to find out who needs us. Let us remember that the 
most painful kind of suffering is aloneness, of being unloved, of 
being unknown. Probably, even within our own community or 
family, there are those with whom we have not talked in a long 
time. How many are in our neighbourhood, whose names we do 
not know?

Christmas is the birth of the Good News. Rejoice, the Lord is 

with you. Mary went with haste to visit her cousin, Elizabeth. As 
soon as Elizabeth saw Mary, John in her womb leaped for joy. 
Elizabeth recognized what this meant and cried out, “How is it 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” then Elizabeth 
uttered the beautiful prayer: “Hail Mary… Rejoice Mary. 
Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb,” Jesus. These words of praise and joy spoken over 2,000 
years ago are meant for us to share with one another today. How 
astonished we would be if someone would come to us in the faith 
of those words! What a grace it is in us to be able to recognize 
the hidden presence of Christ in others! Will we ever get over 
the wonder of it? Will we ever dare to acknowledge the people 
of faith in our Lives and cry out as Elizabeth did, “Blessed are 
you… Blessed are you who come to me… Blessed are you who 
share our faith.”

The most extraordinary thing about Mary is that she is 
so ordinary. Mary never Continued on Page 13
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CHRISTMAS: A CALL FOR  
SANCTIFICATION FOR HUMANITY

By Rev. Fr. Steve Alfred Likhucha, dp

Christmas is a celebration of the 
salvation of humanity. In this 
perspective, God, who is all 

holy, humbles and mingles himself into 
humanity so that the latter should be 
sanctified and eventually be saved. This 
is the actual meaning of Emmanuel, 
meaning God is with us, locally shortened 
as Alinafe or just Nafe. 

People used to think and some still think 
of God being transcendental (above or 
far away from us) but Christmas brings 
a new dimension of God’s involvement 
with human beings, hence, talking about 
God being immanent (always with his 
people.) The immanence of God confirms 
the incarnation (God taking the form 
of a human being) whose climax is 
on Christmas day when the Christians 
globally celebrate the birth of the Saviour 
of the world, Jesus Christ.  

My reflection on Christmas as a 

philosopher and theologian is twofold; 
our sanctification and our response to 
the divine call. Firstly, there is always a 
battle within us as human beings between 
what is divine and what is human; in 
other words, I would say that there is a 
conflict of the two: Divinity vs Humanity. 
We were created in the image of God, 
and this fact tells us something important, 
that we have a divine element within us, 
(Gen. 1:26) and that we need to recall 
that ‘God chose us before the foundation 
of the world that we should be holy and 
blameless in his presence.’ (Eph.1:4). 

Nobody, therefore, should hide behind 
humanity as being responsible for 
doing sinful acts since humanity was 
created holy by God. Sin came later to 
contaminate humanity (Gen.3); thus the 
very birth of Jesus Christ is the principal of 
the salvation of contaminated humanity.

Christmas, through incarnation, gives 

Christmas is an occasion that shakes everybody in the society. 
Businesses thrive, relationships boom, travels upsurge, the list 
goes on and on.

But what is the real meaning of Christmas? In our old days, we 
used to look forward to this day when we would cry for new 
clothes; new pair of plastic show rubber shoes; we could demand 
for new pair of shorts and so on and so forth.

We knew Christmas as a day when we could no matter what, 
be served with a plate of rice with beef or chicken. This was 
the day when we could, no matter what, carry a bottle of a tasty 
original Fanta Orange drink. We knew Christmas as a time of 
feasting. Little attention was paid on spirituals; we could, yah.., 
go to church for Christmas prayers though at the back of our 
minds that was not our priority.

If we take a little time to dissect the word CHRISTMAS, we 
will find out that the word comes from the old English cristes 
maesse – Christmas; and this simply means the Mass of Christ. 
If you pay attention to the word itself, you will see that there is 
a ‘T’ between Chris and Mas. This should not be an ordinary 
word, otherwise it should have read ‘Christmas.’ Indeed, Christ 
is has come to give himself to everyone, more especially to the 
helpless and hopeless, “For God so loved the world that He gave 
His Only Son that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, 
but attain eternal life.” (John 3:16). 

Christmas teaches us humility. “Christ who, being in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness…he humbled himself, becoming 

obedient to death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8).

God used Christmas to teach us that he is with us; he is with the 
least among the sisters and brothers. At the birth of Jesus, it was 
the shepherds, the least in the society who first witnessed it. He 
came for the helpless and hopeless to give them hope.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone.

HE CAME FOR THE HELPLESS 
TO GIVE THEM HOPE

By Fr. Louis Chikanya

human beings an opportunity to learn to 
be humble as Jesus Christ, divine as he 
was, he humbled himself taking the form 
of contaminated humanity. 

Christmas is the opportune time to tap 
more graces from God. The divine graces 
help us to overcome the temptations of 
indulging ourselves into anything that is 
contrary to the will of God. 

Christmas, through Incarnation, takes 
away the darkness or rather brings 
more light in the life of human beings, 
brings new life and eventually saves the 
humanity as we read that, ‘In Him (Jesus 
Christ) was life and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness did not comprehend it.’ 
(Jn.1:4-5) Thus, if we are open to the 
mysteries of Christmas we will embrace 
salvation as human beings. 

 If at all we are to make Christmas 
meaningful this season then we need to 
consider the significance of Christmas in 
our lives (our sanctification) and thereafter 
adhere to the Divine call of maintaining 
the divinity in us which becomes our 
response to the incarnation or immanence 
of God in our lives. Be ever blessed! 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
you all. 
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performed a miracle; all she did was to 
say “Yes”. All she did was to go to her 
cousin to be a servant, to be of help to her, 
to be Mary. That was her mission. This 
is our mission. We are not called to be 
extraordinary. Our mission will never get 
into the newspapers. All we are asked to 
say is “Yes” to the Word of God – and, 
to be aware of the people in our lives, 
to forget ourselves for a little while and 
give others some of our time, some of our 
joy, simply our presence. This was the 
mission of Mary; this is the mission of 
each one of us.

What will make Christmas for us? How 
long will it take to allow Jesus to come, 
to find a place in us? How many people 
are already knocking and asking if there 
is room in the inn of our hearts? Is there 
room? Is there time for Jesus this year in 
us? Christmas! There is no date on the 
calendar we are more aware of. There is 
no more lavish preparation on the part of 
the whole world. Will we take the time to 
try to understand and to respond to what 
has happened? Will we recognize what is 
always going on, things of which we are 
so rarely aware? Do we dare to abandon 
ourselves to the love of Abba, who is 
always so loving? At every moment, 
Abba is giving us Jesus. He did not do it 
just once upon a time. At every moment, 
Abba is giving us Jesus. We are invited to 
say our “Yes” to the love of Abba.

Our second “Yes”, our second act 
of abandonment is to the Eucharist. 
Christmas comes every day, because Jesus 

gives Himself to us under the form of bread 
and wine – not just for ourselves, but for 
all those He gives to us. He intends us to 
become gift, gift to the world. The whole 
world is embraced with the Eucharist 
every day. Will we say our “Yes”? Will 
we abandon ourselves to the Eucharist, so 
that we can become like Mary? She said 
her “Yes” and immediately she became 
servant. The sign that we are Eucharistic 
is that we no longer live for ourselves. We 
become available for others.

And the third “Yes”, the third act of 
abandonment, is to the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in each one of us even the 
most unlikely of us. What a 
tremendous act of faith and hope 
and love we are drawn to each 
day! What a tremendous level of 
love to be present, to recognize 
the love of Abba for us, to open 
ourselves to the gift of the 
Eucharist, to say our “Yes, here 
I am.” With that we recognize 
that the Lord’s presence is never 
ended, it is always just begun. 
The Lord is with you. Who are 
we that the love of our Lord 
should come to us? Who are we 
that Christ should come to us 
again and again? Jesus comes to 
us so that we can become gift. 
We are always being sent forth 
to be gift, to be sacrament, to 
be joy and hope. As Christians, 
this is who we are, who we are 
becoming. Let us lift up our 
hearts, let us take time to say our 
“Yes”, let us take our time each 

day to become gift. Let us dare to believe 
that Christ is taking our bodies to be gift to 
others. Let us dare to believe that we are 
Christ’s presence sent forth. He has cause 
to celebrate. We rejoice for all Christ has 
done, for all that Christ continues to do 
for us, and through us.

Whose birthday is it anyway? Happy 
birthday Jesus. Happy birthday to all who 
recognize the Lord born anew in their 
hearts as gift to the world. Rejoice, the 
Lord is with you. Yes, blessed are all who 
know that the promise of Christ to live in 
the womb of their hearts is being fulfilled 
in them today!

Continued from Page 11
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WHY THE MISSION MONTH THIS YEAR IS EXTRAORDINARY

By Sam Kalimba

Maula Cathedral of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Lilongwe in Malawi 
hosted the launch of Extra Ordinary 

Mission Month on 28 September 2019. His 
Grace, Right Reverend Tarcisio Ziyaye, 
Archbishop of Lilongwe graced the occasion 

where he also commissioned various pastoral agents in the 
Church.

This year the Mission Month was extraordinary because of 
perhaps two reasons, in my view; firstly, this year the universal 
church celebrates 100 years since Maximum Illud, Pope Benedict 
XV’s letter was issued.

Secondly, all the faithful are reminded to reawaken the missionary 
zeal to come out from the churches and go out to preach the 
Good News. Baptism should send one out on a mission.

During the launch, His Grace called upon all pastoral agents in 

the Archdiocese to commit themselves to fulfill the four pillars 
of the extra ordinary mission month of October, which the Holy 
See declared under the theme, ‘Baptised and Sent’. 

“Let us all tell the world about our faith through reflecting on the 
lives of saints, supporting the missionary work, being merciful to 
the poor and taking time to pray. We do this in commemoration 
of Maximum Illud, the letter issued by Pope Benedict XV in 
1919,” he said.

The event was marked with activities that included presentations, 
Holy Mass, commissioning of pastoral agents and music concert 
performed by choirs and church artists.

The pastoral agents that were present and were commissioned 
by the Archbishop were the Association of Diocesan Catholic 
Clergy of Lilongwe, Association of Women Religious in Malawi, 
Association of Men Religious in Malawi, and Laity groups 
including Parish Council Executive members and Association of 
Catholic Journalists in the Archdiocese. 

Fr. Jos Kuppens gave an outline of the Missionary work in the 
Archdiocese since its inception more than a hundred years ago. 
He then challenged the faithful today to reflect on and learn 
from how these great missionaries worked with passion amidst 
several risks. 

It was Fr. John Kaliwamba who gave a Biblical Perspective 
of Mission while Mrs. Prudence Kadiwa, Chair Lady of the 
Catholic Women Organisation in the Archdiocese explained 
the Catholic Action Mission. Mrs. Kadiwa dwelt much on 
ways in which the Christians can play a role in supporting the 
church in the Archdiocese. She told the fully parked Maula 
Cathedral that Christians should support priests, the religious 
and developmental projects in the Archdiocese in various ways.

Continued on Page 20

Fr Vincent Mwakhwawa explaining about Extraordinary Missionary Month activities
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Thousands of Catholic Christians in Lilongwe Archdiocese 
last Saturday gathered at Maula Cathedral to witness to 
the official launch of Divine Mercy Apostolate through the 

Eucharistic celebration that was led by Msgr. Patrick Thawale 
on behalf of Archbishop Tarcisius Ziyaye. 

Speaking during the homily the Vicar General of the Archdiocese 
of Lilongwe, Msgr Thawale, said that the launch of the Divine 
Mercy Apostolate calls for the manifestation of love, mercy and 
forgiveness in various ways among all the Christians and people 
of good will. 

“Through this launch our song is that of love, mercy and 
forgiveness as practiced by the foundress of the Apostolate, St. 
Faustina; as such these qualities have to be applied wherever we 
are and in whatever we are doing so as to fulfill the divine will.” 
Said Thawale. 

He further called upon the congregants to remember that 
Christian life has to be complimented with good works and this 
is possible when every Christian is able to carry his/her own 
cross and follow Jesus Christ. 

The Vicar General said that just as St. Faustina was tried to the 
limits several times in her life time, Christians today in their lives 
shall continue to be discouraged, insulted, ignored, despised by 
even those close to them just because of the commitment to 
ecclesial activities. He assured the Congregants that those who 
keep on carrying their crosses in such moments will always 
be strengthened and comforted by God who is full of love and 
mercy.  

Stressing on the point that ‘saints have a past and sinners have 
a future,’ Thawale encouraged Christians not to get discouraged 
because of their past but like St. Paul, St. Ignatius of Loyola 

and St. Augustine of Hippo, who had a bad past but converted 
to become Christian pillars, they should always strive for 
perfection like the mentioned saints and eventually become holy 
like St. Faustina. 

Dr. Janet Banda, the Chairperson Continued on Page 20

CATHOLICS LAUNCH DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE

By Rev. Fr. Steve Alfred Likhucha, dp

Mon
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From left: Professor Peter Mutharika, Dr Saulos Chilima and Atupele Muluzi

His Grace Tarcisius Ziyaye, the Archbishop of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Lilongwe, led a 60-member delegation of 
Pilgrims, through Divine Mercy Apostolate, to Rwanda 

for a ten-day spiritual exercise that took place in Kabuga (Kigali) 
and Kibeho.

Speaking during the closing celebration of the exaltation of 
the Holy Cross, the summit of the Divine Mercy Celebrations 
which annually takes place on 14th September, the Archbishop 
encouraged all the pilgrims to follow the way of Jesus Christ 
who after suffering was glorified by God the Father.

“The Cross which our Lord Jesus Christ embraced is the one 
which liberated us from the sinful world and has redeemed all of 
us as Christians. This Cross is the centrality of our Christian life 
which becomes the victory over sinful acts and source of power 
and joy for our own salvation.”  Said Ziyaye. 

The Archbishop then urged the Christians to cultivate the 

habit of enduring various crosses in life for the betterment of 
others which was the way of Jesus Christ who suffered for the 
redemption of humankind.  He stressed that human beings who 
were created in the image of God ought to show love in making 
various sacrifices for others.

In a separate discussion, later after the celebration, the Archbishop 
upheld the spirit of seriousness displayed by the Pilgrims during 
the celebration and recommended that the same should be 
happening in our country where at times there are unnecessary 
movements and consultations, noises and cacophony during 
Eucharistic celebrations. He particularly pointed out the choir 
for the angelic and harmonious singing and the dancers who 
both brought the congregants close to God. 

Upon arrival in Rwanda at Kabuga Parish of Kigali Archdiocese, 
all the pilgrims were spiritually cleansed by the Rector of the 
Divine Mercy Shrine Rev. Fr. John Baptist Mvukiyehe of Parotine 
Congregation before entering into the door of mercy (Porta 

misericoardiae) followed by meditative walk 
and explanation on various sanctified shrines. 
This was followed by special thanksgiving mass 
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Ildephonso Bizimungu in 
the Chapel of Resurrection. 

The pilgrimage went deeply into sorrowful and 
emotional state upon a visit to Kigali Genocide 
Memorial Centre where according to Daniel 
Tuyizere, an official of Aegis Trust running the 
Centre, emotionally explained to the pilgrims 
about 259,000 victims, buried at the memorial 
center, went through during the tragic 1994 
Rwandan genocide.  In this genocide women and 
children of Tutsi Tribe were the main target as a 
result they were brutally   murdered. Apart from 
men with deadly diseases raping the women in 
the public, some men were ordered to kill their 
own wives or children before their own fate. 

 In Kibego, the Malawians were welcomed by 

ARCHBISHOP ZIYAYE LEADS MALAWI PILGRIMS IN RWANDA
By our correspondent

Continued on Page 17
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Archbishop Tarcisisius Ziyaye with pilgrimes

Divine Mercy group at the Kigali Genecide Memorial in Rwanda
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LESSONS FROM 2019 RWANDA HOLY PILGRIMAGE

By Prescot Chafulumira

Continued from Page 16

• Love
• Forgiveness
• Faith and Obedience
• Repentance

I am just a little pilgrim who has ever had a precious opportunity 
to sojourn Rwandan Holy Land this year. My greatest passion 
is to share with you the experience that I have accumulated 
during the Divine Mercy Apostolate visit more especially on five 
themes; Love, Forgiveness, Repentance, Faith and Obedience.

In today’s article we will dwell much on Repentance, 
Forgiveness and Love. From 1981 to 1989, Mother Mary had 
several apparitions in Kibeho the southern part of Rwanda 
where She sent several messages to three school girls (Marie 
Claire, Alphonsine Mumreke and Anathalie Mukamazimpaka).

One message of April 2, 1982 led

Mary: “Do repent! Do repent “Do repent! Do repent! Do 
repent!”
Marie Claire: “But I do!”
Mary: “When I tell you this, I do not speak to you alone, but 
I speak also to all the others. Men of our times have emptied 
each thing of its true meaning: he who commits a fault does not 
recognize that he has done wrong.”

Our Holy Mother strongly warned that if people do not repent of 
their sins they will face the waste destruction but people chose 
not to take heed of the caution.

One more vision;

“A river of blood, people who were killing each other, abandoned 
corpses with no one to bury them, a tree all in flames, bodies 
without their heads.”

Still people did not believe and change their lives since it was 
incredible that the prophecy would come to pass only to be 
realized after 10 years in 1994 when a fierce civil war erupted 
in Rwanda in which estimated one million people were killed 
many beheaded by machetes and dumped into the Kagea River 

in just three months.

As we have read the warning was not only for Marie Claire 
alone but for all Rwandans and beyond the borders Malawi 
inclusive. Malawi was once a haven of peace and tranquility but 
currently we are at the point of bursting due to political and tribal 
misunderstandings. 

Reminder;
The same causes of misunderstandings may result into similar 
effects in Malawi (Genocide). The civil unrest in Rwanda we 
learnt started as hatred and jealousy then hatched into tribalism 
and discrimination of highest order.

Why can we not learn from our friends? May be we are 
waiting for the worst to happen in order to learn love.

Our fellows have learned to love every person despite tribe, 
religion or political differences. They have embraced the Divine 
Mercy and Love after destruction. They also have learned the 
true meaning of forgiveness beyond human understanding. 
Imagine living and praying with the murderer of your sisters, 
brothers, parents and your relatives and you being the only 
survivor in your family. Would you forgive such a murderer? 
If your answer is No then you are honest with yourself.

We indeed need the grace of God to embrace this gift of 
Forgiveness. Without this grace we cannot manage to forgive 
and love our trespassers. Remember the Lord’s Prayer that states 
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those that trespass 
against us.” God is ready to forgive us our sins as we do with 
those who hurt or offend us.

Repentance is another ingredient that stimulates love and 
forgiveness. Rwandans repented from hatred and selfish life 
after the 1994 genocide. Interventions are made by the church 
and the government through reconciliation whereby killers do 
confess to whole congregation all the people they killed and 
the surviving relatives declare their forgiveness. Thank God for 
uniting them again.

the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 
of Gikongoro, Rt. Rev. Celestin Hakizimana   who paved way 
for the Archbishop Ziyaye to be the main celebrant during Our 
Lady of Sorrows Celebrations on 15th September. 

The summit of the pilgrimage involved Marian prayers in 
preparation for the Our Lady of Sorrows Celebration which 
started with the procession of the meditation of rosary of sorrows 
where there was an apparition of the Virgin Mary in early 1980s 
to Natalia, Marie Clare and Alphonsina. It was all smiles when 
the pilgrims were accorded an opportunity to meet Natalia, still 
single based in Kibeho, where as Alphonsina is serving as a 
Religious Sister in the Monastery in Italy and Marie Clare, who 
was once married, passed on during the tragic genocide. 

The Chairperson for the Divine Mercy Apostolate, Dr. Janet 
Banda, at the end of the spiritual exercise was very grateful to 
God, Archbishop and all delegates for not only going to Rwanda 
but also sense of maturity and responsibility indicated during 
all the prayerful exercises. She asked the pilgrims to continue 
praying for the needs of the people and country Malawi even 
after the pilgrimage.

2019 Rwandan Pilgrimage included people from Uganda, 
Tanzania, Burundi and Democratic Republic of Congo apart 
from Malawi. Malawi Divine Mercy Pilgrims included six 
priests and three Religious Sisters together with the lay faithful 
from all the eight Catholic dioceses in Malawi. 

ARCHBISHOP ZIYAYE LEADS MALAWI PILGRIMS IN RWANDA
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NTCHITO YOKONZEKERA KUYAMBA KUMANGA MANTHU WA 
MATCHALITCHI YAFIKA KUMAPETO 

By Sam Kalimba
Zatsimikizika kuti ntchito yokonzekera kuyamba kumanga 
nyumba yayikulu yopemphereramo mu Mpingo wa Katolika ku 
Lilongwe ili kumapeto. Mtolankhani wathu Sam Kalimba (SK) 
anafunsa akulu akulu amukomo iti yotolera ndalama (Cathedral 
Fundraising Committee) mu program ya Mpingo Ndife Tonse, 
Tiyende Limodzi yomwe inawulutsidwa pa wayilesi ya 
Alinafe. Izi zinalichoncho kamba ka mafunso ochuluka omwe 
akupezeka pakati pa a Khristu pankhani yochedwetsa kuyamba 
kumanga nyumbayi pomwe kutolera chuma kukungopitirirabe. 
Akuluakuluwa ndi wapambando wa komitiyi a Wilfred Dodoli 
(WD), Msungichuma a Janet Chetama (JC) ndi Mlembi a 
Bernadette Chiwaya (BC).

SK: Kodi ntchito yomanga manthu wa matchalitchi muno 
mu Arkdayosisi ya Lilongwe inayambika liti?

WD: Ntchito imeneyi inayambika pamene Ambuye Ziyaye 
analengeza mchaka cha 2016. Ulendo unayambikadi ndipo 
akhristu ndi Ansembe anasankhidwa m’makomiti osiyanasiyana 
kutengera ndi kuthekera kwawo ndipo wa pampando wa komiti 
yayikulu ndi Ambuye Ziyaye.

SK: Kodi nanga tiziti tikuyendera limodzi pamene ntchitoyi 
ilimkati?

WD: Ife ngati a komiti yotolera chuma chomangira nyumba ya 
Mulunguyi muno mu Arkidayosisi ya Lilongwe tikufunitsitsa 
kuti Akhristu onse, ndi anthu onse akufuna kwabwino tiyendere 
limodzi pa ntchito yomanga manthu wa ma tchalitchi, ndipo 
tonse tinagwirizanadi ndipo tikuyendera limodzi.

SK: Tsono 2016 kufika pano 2019 ndikale ndithu, kodi tiziti 
tikuyendera limodzi Akhristu, Ansembe ndi atumiki onse a 
Mulungu mu Arkidayosisiyi? 

BC: Eya, ndizowona. Tonse tikuyendera limodzi ndi Ansembe 
athu, ma Sisitere ndi anthu onse akufuna kwabwino kuyambira 
m’chaka cha 2016. Mwachitsanzo, takhala tikutorera ndalama 
mzaka zinayi zimenezi kuchokera ku ma Parishi onse mopanda 
vuto. Parishi singatulutse ndalama ngati palibe kugwirizana 
pakati pa Ansembe ndi Akhrsitu eni ake. Komanso chaka chino 
chinali chopambana pomwe Ansembe a mu Dinare ya Maula 
anagwiriziananafe kuti tikhale ndi tsiku lochita za msangulutso 
zofuna kupeza chuma. Izi zinachitika mosavuta ku Parishi 
yaku St. Patrik ku area 18. Ine ndikutsimikiza kuti tikuyendera 
limodzi potengera zitsanzo zomwe zilipozi.

SK: Apadi mgwirizano mwawuwonetsera bwino, koma 

nanga kuyambira chaka chomwecho cha 2016, nkhani ya 
zachuma zikuyenda bwanji?

JC: Inenso ndikutsimikiza kuti tikuyenderadi limodzi chifukwa 
nthawi zonse tikakhala ndi zochitika Akhristu amatuluka bwino. 
Tinakhalapo ndi nkhomaliro m’chaka cha 2016 pomwe Akhristu 
anapereka mowolowa manja ndithu.  Chaka chilichonse timakhala 
ndi msonkhamsonkha ndipo amapereka bwino, tinakhalaponso 
ndi chakudya cha madzulo ndi msangulutso wa zoyimba ndi 
kuvina, zinatiyenderanso bwino. Kufika pano ndalama zomwe 
tingati tatolerako ndi zokwana ma miliyoni 200. (K200, 000, 
000.00) zomwe Akhristu ndi anthu akufuna kwabwino akhala 
akusonkha pang’onopang’ono. Ndikhoza kutsimikiza kuti tili 
ndi ndalama imeneyi ngakhale tilibe chithuzithuzi chenicheni 
kuti nyumbayi idzadya ndalama zingati kuti tiyimalize.

SK: K200, 000, 000.00 ikuwoneka kuti ndi ndalama zambiri 
ndithu, kodi ndekuti nyumbayi idzakhala yayikulu motani?

WD: Ndi nyumba yoti sinamangidwepo muno mu Malawi. 
Idzakhala nyumba yapamwamba kwambiri.

SK: Ndamvapo za Tsiku la Kathedro (Cathedral Day), 
tambasulani?

WD: Ili ndi tsiku lomwe limatikumbutsa za udindo wathu kuti 
ine pandekha ndachitapo chani pomumangira nyumba Mulungu? 
Nanga ine ndi banja langa, ine ndi Mphakati wanga, Ine ndi 
Tchalitchi langa komanso ine ndi Parishi yanga ndachitapo 
chani pomumangira nyumba ya Ulemu Mulungu? Timabweretsa 
pamodzi zosonkhedwetsa zonse kuchokera ku ma Parishi pa 
tsiku lomwe Ambuye Arkiepisikopi amatitsogolera pa mwambo 
wa misa ndi kutilankhula. Timayika milingo yosiyanasiyana kuti 
ma Parishi akwaniritse potengera kuthekera kwawo. 

Chaka chino ma Parish onse apereka ndalama zokwana K80, 
000, 000.00. Ndipo milingoyo ili motere:

Gulu No. Parishi Mlingo wa 
aliyense

Loyamba 1 St Patricks 6, 250, 000.00 
2 St Kizito
3 Our Lady of Africa 

(Maula)
4 Kaggwa Woyera
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Lachiwiri 1 Mtima Woyera 3, 125, 000.00
2 St Francis
3 St Johns - Msamba
4 Banja Loyera - Chilinde
5 Utatu Woyera
6 Likuni
7 Don Bosco 
8 St Mary’s Kamuzu 

Barracks
9 Mponela
10 St Joseph - Kasungu

Lachitatu 1 Salima 1,250,000
2 Guilleme
3 Namitete
4 Mpherere
5 Kachebere
6 Nambuma
7 Mlale
8 Ludzi
9 St. Mathias
10 St. John Paul II

Lachinayi 1 St. Ignatius 1, 000, 000.00
2 Nkhotakota
3 Kapiri
4 Madisi
5 St. Denis
6 Chiphaso

Lachisanu 1 Nanthomba 600, 000.00
2 Chezi

3 Benga

4 Nathenje

5 Mkanda

6 Mtengowanthega

7 Chilinda

8 Kaphatika - Malomo

9 Kalembe

10 St. Augustine - 
Kamangilira

SK: Ndalama zambiritu izi, nde mukusungira kuti? Kapena 
simuwulura chifukwa cha chitetezo?

JC: Iyayi, ndalamatu zikusungidwa ku banki. Tili ndi akaunti 
ku Natinal Bank komwe atsogoleri a mma Parish amaikiratu 
ndalama zomwe apemphedwa asanabwere kutsiku la Cathedral. 
Akauntiyi ili mdzina la Akidayosisi ndipo omwe amavomereza 

za kutulutsako ndalama ngati tikufuna tigulireko katundu 
wogulitsa ndi akuluakulu omwewo a ku Akidayosisi.

SK: Kodi njira zopezera ndalama ndi zomwezi basi zomwe 
mwachitapo?

WD: Iyayi, tilinso ndi nsaru ya Kathedro. Aliyense yemwe 
wagula nsaru imeneyi adziwe kuti wathandizapo kumanga 
nyumba yatsopanoyi. Ndipezereponso mwayi wopepesa kuti 
nsaru yomwe tinatulutsa koyamba inali ndi vesi lolakwika 
pomwe wosindikiza anayiwala lembo limodzi. Koma iyi 
yapanoyi ndiyokonza bwino zonse. Choncho kwa amene samva 
bwino ndi zolembedwa pa nsaru yoyamba ija angathe kugulanso 
yatsopanoyi.

SK: Chabwino, ndalama mwatolera inde. Tsono 
muzingotolera ndalama basi nthawi ndikumapita choncho?

JC: Funso labwino. Ifenso mafunso ngati awa akumatipeza 
kawirikawiri. Pano ndati ndifotokoze kuti mu komiti 
yayikulu yomwe ikutsogozedwa ndi Ambuye Ziyaye muli 
ma komiti ang’gonoang’ono angapo omwe akuchita ntchito 
zosiyanasiyana koma zopatsiranapatsirana. Ife ndi a zotolera 
chuma koma pali ena oyang’ana za kamangidwe. Ndiye awa 
a zakamangidwe akuyenera kutiuza kuti kodi ndalama zonse 
zomwe zidzafunike ndi zingati? Ndipo iwo kuti akwaniritse 
kutero, a komiti ya zojambula akuyeneranso kumalizitsa ndi 
kupititsa ku gawo la zomangamanga la mu mzinda wa Lilongwe 
omwe akuyenera kuvomereza ntchitoyi isanayambe. Zomwe 
tikudziwa pano ndi zakuti a zojambulajambula akumalizitsa 
ndipo kuti a zomangamanga ayambapo kuyitanitsa makampani 
a zomangamanga kuti alembere kufunsira mwayi woti agwire 
ntchitoyi. Zonsezi zikatha. Kudzakhala mwambo woyika mwala 
wa maziko. Tikuyembekezera kuti chaka cha 2020 sichitha 
zonsezi zitachitika.

SK: Pamene tikumaliza kucheza kwathu Akhristu achite 
chani kutsogoloku?

BC: Ine ndikupempha kuti monga takambira kuti Mpingo 
ndife tonse tiyende limodzi, tiyeni tizipemphera kuti Mulungu 
atitsogolere ndi kutithandiza kuti tikwaniritse zomwe tikufuna, 
kumumangira nyumba ya pamwamba.

JC: Ine ndikupempha kuti tiyeni tipitirize kukwaniritsa milingo 
ya ndalama yomwe timapemphedwa chifukwa popanda 
ndalama, ntchito yomanga nyumbayi singatheke.

WD: Ine ndifuna kuwalimbikitsa Akhristu anzanga kuti tisafooke. 
Ndizoonadi tachedwetsa kuyambapo ntchito yomanga koma ndi 
mmene afotokozera anzanagamu, mulimbikitsidwe kuti tsopano 
chomwe chatsala ndikulengeza kwa inu kuti bwerani tidzakhale 
limodzi pa mwambo woyika mwala wa maziko ndipo sikale, 
gona nkuphe salikutali.
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“Resources such as time, man 
power, money, services and giving 

businesses to church institutions are what we need to offer to the 
church,” said Kadiwa.

Fr. Francis Lekaleka, PMS Director for Lilongwe, as delegated 
by the Archbishop, outlined some of the activities that would be 
carried out in the mission month of October in the Archdiocese. 
He said that 3 areas in the Archdiocese had been earmarked as 
Mission territories where for a week in October, all pastoral 
agents in the Archdiocese will focus its missionary activities. He 

said that activities such as public rallies, High Mass, workshops 
for traditional leaders, Catholic Teachers, youth and children 
will be conducted. 

The launch was jointly organised  by the Pontifical Mission 
Societies and the Pastoral Commission of the Archdiocese.  
Present at the function were priests, religious and laity from all 
the 40 parishes in the Archdiocese.  Also gracing the event was 
the PMS National Director, Fr. Vincent Mwakhwawa, whose 
office provided the animation materials for the Extraordinary 
Mission Month activities. 

Continued from Page 14

WHY THE MISSION MONTH THIS YEAR IS EXTRAORDINARY

for Divine Mercy Apostolate who was all smiles that day, was 
very grateful to the authorities of the Archdiocese for the support 
rendered to the Apostolate since 2013 when only four people 
started the group at St. Kizito Parish. She then appealed to the 
Divine Mercy Apostles to continue working hard so as to reach 
not only all the corners of Lilongwe Archdiocese but also the 
whole country. 

The launch, started with a procession to the honour of the Divine 
Mercy through the intercessions of Blessed Mary the Mother of 
Jesus Christ and St. Faustina. It started from Area 47 at St. Kizito 
Parish. A crowd of Christians paraded a 20 kilometer distance 
with songs of joy and praises to God for his profound mercy and 
love to all people. 

During the mass there was a blessing and veneration of the 

portrait of Jesus Christ apart from conducting   Sacrament of 
Penance and adoration which happened before mass. 

Divine Mercy Apostolate started with St. Faustina Maria 
Kowalska of Poland after several apparitions of Jesus Christ 
informing her to paint the picture of Jesus Christ showing God’s 
mercy and love to his people. The Apostolate encourages the 
Christians to meditate upon God’s mercy, love and forgiveness, 
to pray for the ministers of mercy and love of God (priests) 
and to live the life of mercy, love and forgiveness in different 
ways. Out of 40 parishes in the Archdiocese, the Divine Mercy 
Apostolate is present in 31 parishes including Kasina and Nsipe 
parishes of Dedza Diocese and St. Montfort CI Parish of Blantyre 
Archdiocese.  Although the Apostolate has Christians in all the 
Catholic Dioceses in Malawi, it is only in Lilongwe Archdiocese 
where the Apostolate has been formally launched. 

Continued from Page 15

CATHOLICS LAUNCH DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE

The Archbishop sending the baptised
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SAKRAMENTI LA KULAPA, TILIMVETSE MOTANI?
Kodi sakramenti la Kulapa liripobe?

Wolemba Fr Louis Chikanya
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Sakramenti la kulapa ndi limodzi mwa ma sakramenti mu 
Mpingo wa Katolika. Ndi sakramenti limene mkhristu 
amayanjanitsidwa ndi Mulungu, Mpingo ndiponso anthu. 

Sakramentili limadziwikanso kuti sakramenti la Chiyanjano.

Sakramenti la Kulapa, ngati sakramenti lina lirilonse ndi lamulo 
la Ambuye Yesu kwa ophunzira ake, “Landirani Mzimu Wo-
yera, anthu amene mudzawakhululukira machimo ao, adzakhu-
lulukidwadi, koma amene simudzawakhululukira, sadzakhulu-
lukidwa ai.” (Yohane 20:22-23).

  Sitinganene za Sakramenti la Kulapa osanenapo za chimo. 
Sakramenti la Kulapa liripo chifukwa cha kuzindikira kupezeka 
kwa chimo pakati pa anthu. Nkhani yayikulu pamenepa ndi kuz-
indikira chimo, kuzindikira kuti munthu wachimwa.

Mwina masiku ano Sakramenti la Kulapa likuoneka kuti lazilala 
chifukwa cha kulephera kuzindikira chimo; mwina chifukwa cha 
chizolowezi cha kuchita zinthu zolakwikwa mowirikiza, mku-
mati basi poti ndinazolowera kuchita zimenezi, palibe cholakwi-
ka, kapena kunena kuti poti aliyense amachita zimenezi, ndiye 
kuti basi sizolakwika. 
Chinthu cholakwika 
ndi cholakwika basi, 
ngakhale anthu ambi-
ri azichita zomwezo.

China chimene chi-
kuoneka kuti chi-
kuzilaritsa Sakra-
menti la Kulapa ndi 
maganizidwe onena 
kuti wansembe naye 
ndiwochimwa, ndiye 
pali chifukwa chanji 
choti munthu akalape 
kwa munthu mnzake 
wochimwa! Kugani-
za kotere sikuganiza 
kwa Chikatolika. 
Ansembe ndi anthu 
amene amaitanidwa 
ndi Mulungu ku 
ntchito yake yoyer-
etsa anthu. Mulungu 
yemwe pomuyitana 
wansembe kukhala 
opereka Sakramenti 
la Kulapa, amadziwa bwino lomwe kuti wansembeyo ndiwolep-
hera pa zambiri; ali ndi zofooka za nkhaninkhani. 

Tiyeni tione moyo wa ophunzira a Ambuye Yesu; anali anthu 
wamba ndithu, ena a sodzi, ena okhemetsa msonkho, (Mateyo 
4:18-22; 9:9). Anthu amenewa adali ndi zofooka zawo. Petulo 
ndi chitsanzo chabwino cha ophunzira wa Ambuye Yesu amene 
adali ndi zofooka zambiri; chikhulupiriro chake chidali chogwe-
dezeka. Adayamba kumira pa nyanja Ambuye Yesu atamuuza 
kuti ayende pa madzi. Petulo adadzudzula Yesu atawauza kuti 
akupita ku Yerusalemu kukanzuzidwa ndi kukaperekedwa kwa 
akulu a malamulo, ndipo pambuyo pake akaphedwa. Ndipo 
Petulo adamukana Yesu katatu.

Nthawi zina anthu ena amaganiza kuti kuvumbula ndi kwa 
a khristu okhawo amene amalandira Ukaristia. Akuti iwowo 
avumbula bwanji ngati kuti alandira nawo Ukaristia; choncho 

saona kufunika kwa kukavumbula. Apa tiyenera kudziwa kuti 
kulapa ndi kwa munthu aliyense posawerengera kuti akalandira 
nawo Ukaristia kapena ayi.

UBWINO WA KUKAVUMBULA KWA WANSEMBE

Kukavumbula kwa wansembe kuli ndi ubwino wakuti munthu 
umamasuka kunena chakwaipa chilichonse mosaopa wina aliy-
ense chifukwa umakhalako wekha ndi wansembe basi. Ku chi-
vumbulo ndi kwachinsinsi. Za ku chivumbulo saulula. 

Ubwino wina wokavumbula kwa wansembe ndiwakuti, uma-
langizidwa moyenerera ndipo umapemphereredwa ndikudalit-
sidwa ndi wansembe komweko ku chivumbulo. Umauzidwa 
zoti ukachite, kaya ndi ntchito za chifundo kapena mapemphero 
kumene.

TIVUMBULE BWANJI?

Pali njira zitatu zimene munthu wofuna kulapa amadutsamo: 
njira yoyamba ndi pamene akuganiza zokalapa. Njira yachi-

wiri ndi pamene ali 
m’kanyumba kola-
pira. Njira ya chitatu 
ndi moyo wake pa-
mene walapa.

K u c h i v u m b u l o 
munthu amakaku-
mana ndi chifundo 
cha Mulungu, amak-
alandira chikhulu-
lukiro cha zakwaipa 
zake. Pamene munthu 
akupita kukavumbu-
la, ayenera kukonze-
kera bwino. Alingali-
re bwino za machimo 
ake, avomereze ku-
lakwa kwake ndipo 
modzichepetsa apite 
kwa wansembe ku-
kapempha kuti avum-
bule. Kukhala ndi 
chisoni ndi zomwe 
tidachimwa ndi chin-
thu chimodzi choso-
nyeza kuti munthu ali 

pa njira yabwino ya chivumbulo.

Kuti mwambo wa chivumbulo ukhale waphindu, kukonze-
kera mkofunika kwambiri. Ena posafuna kuyiwala zakwaipa, 
amalemba pa pepala machimo awo onse. Palibe vuto pochita 
zimenezi. Chachikulu ndi chakuti tikumbukire bwino zonse 
zomwe tikufuna kukalapa, osangokumbukira chabe, Komanso 
kukazilapa ndithu. Tikhale ndi nthawi yabwino yozilingalira za-
kwaipa ndipo nthawi ikakwana yokalapa tikazilape zakwaipazo.

MU KANYUMBA KOVUMBULIRA

Munthu sayenera kuchita mantha akafika kuchivumbulo chifuk-
wa akafika, wansembe amamupempherera chifundo cha Mulun-
gu: “Mulungu wa chifundo akuthandizeni kuti mulape machimo 
anu moyenera.”

Munthu ukafika 
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BIZARRE: CAN SOMEONE WHO HAS DIED AND  
BURIED RISE FROM THE DEAD?
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m’kanyumba kopem-
pherera ugwade, ngati 

uli ndi vuto la miyendo atha kukhala pa mpando kapena pansi, 
modzichepetsa kwathunthu. Alembe chizindikiro cha mtanda 
ndipo anena mau akuti: 

“Bambo mundithandize kulapa zakwaipa zanga moy-
enera; ndakhala miyezi itatu/isanu/….osalapa. Ndine 
wa pabanja/ndine mphunzitsi/ndine wowerengetsera 
ndalama pa kampani/…. Machimo anga ndi awa:”

Akamaliza kutchula zakwaipa zake, wolapayo anene kuti “Nda-
tha Bambo.” Apa wansembe amayamba kupereka malangizo, 
ndi chilimbikitso kwa wolapayo. Atha kupereka chilango choti 
wolapayo akachite; likhoza kukhala pemphero kapena ntchito 
yoti ikagwiridwe. 

MOYO WA MUNTHU PAMENE WALAPA

Tiyenera kudziwa kuti tchimo limamupatsa munthu ukapolo. 
Tchimo limachititsa manyazi munthu. Munthu akachimwa ama-
lemedwa ndithu. Koma akalapa amakhala womasuka, amapep-
ukidwa ndipo amayeretsedwa. Chachikulu pamene munthu wa-
lapa ndi kukhulupirira chifundo cha Mulungu, kuyetsetsa kutsata 

malonjezo amene wapanga wopewa tchimo. Ngakhale munthu 
amene walapa sakhala mnjelo, ayenera kuyesetsa kukhala moyo 
wangwiro, moyo wa chikondi ndi wotumikira Mulungu.

Munthu wolapa sayenera kuganiza ngati Yudasi Isariot, 
m’modzi mwa ophunzira wa Ambuye Yesu. Yudasi atazindikira 
kuti adachita zoipa popereka Ambuye, adakadzimangirira. Yu-
dasi adakana poyerayera chifundo cha Mulungu. Koma munthu 
wolapa akhale ngati Petulo, wophunzira wa Ambuye. Petulo 
atakana Ambuye Yesu katatu, adazindikira kulakwa kwake, ad-
abwerera mkukhala mtumiki wolimba wa Uthenga wa Ambuye 
Yesu.

Mkhristu wayenera kukhala ngati madzi a mu mtsinje amene 
akuyenda. Amawoneka oyera chifukwa amayenda. Mkhristu 
asakhale ngati madzi a pa chithaphwi. Madzi a pa chithaphwi 
chifukwa chakuti sayenda, amaoneka akuda Komanso ama-
nunkha.

Mkhristu aliyense akhale ndi chizolowezi chokonda kulapa za-
kwaipa. “Nthawi yakwana, Ufumu wa Mulungu wayandikira. 
Tembenukani mtima ndikukhulupirira Uthenga Wabwino.” 
(Mark 1:14).

In 2015, Muwerengana, a married woman of two, from 
Cholomakanda village, Traditional Authority Tsabango in 
Lilongwe, gave birth to a child and immediately died leaving 

the child with grandma. The following day, Relatives mourned 
and buried her.

What opened the can of worms three years later?  
Three years down the line, precisely, on 15 August, 2019, 
Muwerengana was found standing under the tree in one of the 
bushes few metres from Cholomakanda village, her village. 
According to eye witnesses, she looked dishevelled, unkempt, 
greasy, and to say the least, dirty.

Muwerengana and her relatives had no problems recognising her. 

“I recognised her as my daughter because of the black mark that 
she wears on her face,” said Mwadyamwathamoyo, mother to 
Muwerengana.

Laston Yofasi was convinced Muwerengana died because he 
himself was one of the diggers of the resting place of the woman. 

“When I heard that Muwerengana is alive, I was shocked 

because I was one of the grave diggers and witnessed her being 
lowered in the 6 feet deep hole. But when I saw her, I could not 
refute that she was not the one,” said Laston, who was convinced 
Muwerengana rose from the dead.

Some villagers think Muwerengana did not die, she might have 
been mysteriously hidden.

“I do not think she died; I think some magical games were 
played on her. When we asked her she said she saw everything 
that was happening including mourners going to the cemetery to 
bury her. She said she was kept somewhere,” said Alefa, one of 
the eye witnesses.

There have been stories in many places of people who died and 
rose from the dead. The stories are not taken seriously.

But can someone rise from the dead after burial? Can this be true 
that Muwerengana died and rose from the dead three years later? 
What explanations can we offer Muwerengana case? She died 
and her dead body was seen, taken to the grave and buried; three 
years later, relatives and other villagers see that dead person 
alive. 

continued from page 21

Muwerengana who rose from the dead
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NDEMANGA - ZIPOLOWE KU MALAWI KUCHOKERA PA 21 
MAY 2019 

By Gift Kayipa

Dziko la Malawi limadziwika 
ngati limodzi mwa maiko omwe 
ndi a mtendere pa dziko lapansi. 

Mtendere omwe dzino lino limadziwika 
nawo umapangitsa kuti anthu ambiri 
ochokera ku maiko ena azibwera m’dziko 
muno kuzapanga malonda komanso 
kudzakhazikika.

Komatu kuyambira pa 21 May 2019 
pamene m’dziko muno mudachitika 
chisankho cha ma Khansala, a Phungu 
a Nyumba ya malamulo, komanso 

Mtsogoleri wa dziko, zotsatira za 
chisankhocho zitalengezedwa, m’dziko 
muno mwakhala muli mpungwepungwe 
pa ndale ndipo zotsatira zake zakhala 
kusowetsana mtendere kwa nzika 
zamdziko muno.

Malinga ndi zotsatira za chisankho cha 
mtsogoleri wa dziko zomwe wapampando 
wa bungwe loyendetsa zisankho la MEC 
a Jane Ansah adalengeza, mtsogoleri 
wa chipani cha DPP ndiye adapambana 
chisankhocho. Zotsatirazi anthu ena 
akuzitsutsa ndipo kufikira nthawi 

yosindikiza nkhaniyi nkhani ya zotsatira 
za chisankho cha mtsogoleri wa dziko 
inali m’bwalo la zamalamulo mu mzinda 
wa Lilongwe.

Mpungwepungwe pa ndale omwe uli 
m’dziko muno wapangitsa kuti moyo wa 
nzika usinthe.

Mdziko muno mwakhala mukuchitika 
zionetsero zofuna kukakamiza 
wapampando wa bungwe la MEC kuti 
atule pansi udindo wake ati kamba koti 

adakanika kuyendetsa bwino chisankho 
cha pa 21 May 2019. Ziwonetselozi 
zakhala zikukonzedwa ndi mgwirizano 
wa mabungwe omenyera ufulu wa anthu 
la HRDC.

Kutsatira ziwonetserozi anthu angapo 
aphedwa ndipo ena ambiri avulazidwa. 
Katundu wa anthu wa ndalama 
zankhaninkhani wawonongedwa 
komanso wina kubedwa.

Kupatula zionetsero zomwe zakhala 
zikukonzedwa ndi bungwe la HRDC, 
nzika nazo m’madera osiyanasiyana a 

dziko lino zakhala zikupanga zionetsero 
komanso ziwawa kamba ka zifukwa 
zosiyanasiyana, zomwe zapangitsa kuti 
anthu ena ataye miyiyo yawo. Ambiri 
kuvulazidwa komanso kumangidwa 
ndi apolisi; katundu wa nkhaninkhani 
kuonongedwa komanso kubedwa.

Zikuchita kuonekeratu kuti zinthu 
m’dziko muno sizili bwino. Ubale wa 
nzika ndi apolisi wasokonekera. Nzika 
zilibe chikhulupiriro mwa apolisi awo 
omwe. Ntchito ya apolisi ndikuonetsetsa 
kuti nzika zikukhala mwabata komanso 
motsata malamulo koma padakali pano 
apolisi akukanika kugwira ntchito 
yawo bwino kamba koti nzika zasiya 
kuwakhulupirira. 

Magulu osiyanasiyana akhala akuyesetsa 
kuti zinthu mu dziko muno zibwerere 
mchimake koma zikuoneka kuti palibe 
mbali imene ikufuna kugonjera inzake. 
Pano pomwe maso komanso makutu a 
munthu wina aliyense ali ku bwalo la za 
malamulo ku Lilongwe chinthu chimodzi 
chodziwikiratu ndi choti chisankho cha pa 
21 May 2019 chagawanitsa anthu ambiri.

Kwa Nsundwe kwayamba kudziwika 
mwapaderadera ngati malo ochitikirako 
zipolowe.

Ana asukulu asanduka adindo, akusankha 

zoti achite ndipo wina akawaletsa iwo 
akuwotcha malo awo omwe. 

Misewu ikungotsekedwa kuwopseza 
oyendetsa magalimoto kuti apereke 
ndalama za nkhaninkhani kuti adutse. 

Pambuyo pa zipolowe, ena akumangidwa 
ndipo ena sakumangidwa, koma 
kufufuzidwa kwa miyezi ndi miyezi; 
chifukwa cha ichi, ena akumanena kuti 
apolisi akukondera.

Mtendere wasowa. Malawi ali pa moto. 
Akusonkhezera nkhuni ndi ndani?

Top: The police providing security to protestors. Below left: A police officer injured 
during a fracas. Below right: Burning of tires during a demostration
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THE PERSON BEHIND THE LITTLE LITURGICAL  
DANCING ANGELS OF LIKUNI

By Mpingo Ndife Tonse Contributor

If you happen to be part of the praying congregation at Likuni 
Parish, you will not miss the popular little girls who will 
catch your attention, and a little sway your concentration 

from the altar to their stylish dancing.

The little angels know very well how to swing their tender 
bodies, and as if they want to fly, they uniformly move from one 
side to the left, to the right, and then as if going forward, then go 
down as if they want to squat, then up again; it is a wonderful 
group, so captivating and charming.

One cannot talk about these dancing young girls without the 
mention of Mai Hilda Mgangira, a parishioner of Likuni Parish 
who stays at a place commonly known as ku Magolosare, just 
around Likuni Parish.

Mai Mgangira, originally from Dedza attributes her skills 
in animating young girls in liturgical dancing to one deacon 
Mangani back in the early 90s.

“I started learning to be an animator for the altar girls around late 
80s with deacon Mangani.”

Mai Mgangira says she loves what she does with the altar 
girls. She says she spends most of her time with these youths, 
instructing them on good manners, on prayer life and Bible 
reading. She says dancing is the last part of the activities that 
they do. She loves staying with the young girls than spending 
time with other ladies of her age to avoid gossip. 

“I usually stay with the altar girls because children are innocent 
and do not like gossiping,” she says.

She however, says there are challenges she must face because 
of the role she plays as an animator. Many other ladies would 
wish to do what she does, but because of commitment problems, 
many fail, and they think she monopolises the show.  

Mai Hilda Mgangira - Trainer

Likuni Parish liturgical dancers
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COMMUNITY ENERGY MALAWI’S SOLAR ELECTRICITY 
MIRACLE AT SITOLO VILLAGE IN MCHINJI 

By Wonderful Mkhutche
Sitolo Village in T/A Mlonyeni, Mchinji 
district is located 12 kilometers off the 
Malawi – Mchinji boarder main road. It 
is a challenge for such places in Malawi 
to be connected to the national electricity 
grid, and this has been the story of the 
area for many years.

There is a lot of farm produce that need 
storage, a clinic that needed lighting to 
treat patients even during night hours 
and businesses that needed electricity to 
thrive for more profits.

Finally, the answer has come with 80 
Kilowatt (Kw) solar electricity mini 
grid which is being implemented by 
an organization known as Community 
Energy Malawi (CEM) with support from 
Malawi Government through Department 
of Energy Affairs, UNDP and GEF. 

Electricity has been connected to over 
160 houses, an under-five clinic, three 
health worker’s houses, six primary 
school teacher’s houses, a primary school 
in the village, three churches and several 
businesses including a maize mill. The 
project will later be expanded to the 
three surrounding villages of Chisenga, 
Molosiyo and Ndawambe.

Beneficiaries like Agnes Bokola are 
seemingly excited with the development. 
She says:

“I never saw this day coming. When you 
just hear that people light homes using a 
switch and a bulb, and then one day that 
happens in your house, it is like a dream 
come true.”

The story of Mayi Bokola is just one 
among many: Georgina Zulu who has 
expanded her hair salon business with the 
electricity; Ignatio Chirombo cannot wait 
to serve more customers and make more 
income in his barbershop business; Henry 
Daka who is behind solar electricity 
powered Maize mill; and Dorothy Banda 
who plans to move her family from grass-
thatched to an iron sheet house because of 
the electricity. 

This is to the delight of Community Energy 
Malawi’s (CEM) Country Director, Edgar 
Kapiza Bayani, who says the organization 
exists to make a difference in Malawian.

“We are pleased to see such life changing 
stories in the village of Sitolo. Solar 
mini grids is the way to go for areas like 
Sitolo. This is also in line with Malawi 
Renewable Energy Strategy (2017 – 2022) 
which tips solar to play a huge important 
role in Malawi’s energy,” he said.

Sustainability of the project was put 
into focus. As such, the project has its 
own community based committee and 
technicians. One of the technicians, 
Angela Banda, says she has been 

empowered through hands-on training.

“We are now able to help in technical 
work of the project and it makes us feel 
ownership. The partners will not be here 
forever and we need to pick ourselves 
up,” she said. 

What solar electricity is doing in Sitolo 
is nothing short of a miracle. A remote 
community that was waiting for a day 
when they will see no night. It was just 
hope that endured the reality of Malawi’s 
slow electricity connection. But now the 
story is different. The darkness has gone, 
and eventually, so will poverty.

FACTS ABOUT ENERGY IN 
MALAWI
•	 Over 15 million people in Malawi live 

out of reach of the main electricity grid 
(MRES, 2017 – 2022)

•	 The electricity grid in Malawi only 
reaches around 10 % of the population 
(ESCOM, 2016)

•	 Over 96 % percent of current national 
grid is sourced from hydro schemes on 
Shire River (MRES, 2017 – 2022)

•	 Government of Malawi targets 100 
% electricity access for Malawi’s 
population by 2030 (MRES, 2017 – 
2022)

•	 Currently, 89 % of Malawi’s total 
energy supply is biomass (BEST, 2009)

MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

Agnes Bokola
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PROFILE OF THE LAITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LILONGWE

Complied by Sam Kalimba

Title Name Parish Deanery

Chairperson Dr. John Paul St. Francis-Kanengo Maula

Vice Chairperson Mr. Vincent Chikanaulanga Mpherere Dowa Deanery

Secretary Mrs. Margret Chigwenembe Msamba - St John the Baptist Mtima Woyera 

Vice Secretary Mrs. Sella Nyirenda Holy Rosary- Likuni Likuni

Treasurer Mr. David Ngoma Our Lady of Hope - Chiphaso Madisi

Vice Treasurer Mr. Samson Zimba St. Paul’s-Nkhotakota Salima

Committee Member Mr. Merekias Chiluzi St. Joseph - Ludzi Mchinji

Catholic Women Organisation Chairlady Mrs. Prudence Kadiwa Mtima Oyera Mtima Oyera

Catholic Men Organisation Chairman Mr. Ignatius Chadwala Don Bosco Mtima Oyera

Youth Chairperson Mr. Joseph Salanje St. Francis, Kanengo Maula

Holy Childhood Ms. Rosemary Tsoka Banda Mtima Oyera Mtima Oyera

Mr. Ignatius Chadwala, Mr. Joseph Salanje, Ms. Rosemary Tsoka Banda

Dr John Paul

Mr. Vincent Chikanaulanga, Mrs. Margret Chigwenembe, Mrs. Sella Nyirenda
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ARE YOU A YOUNG LADY? ARE YOU INTERESTED TO  
BECOME A SISTER OF CHARITY OF OTTAWA?

By Sr. Anna Chalera, SCO

Becoming a religious nun and serving the Church is an 
interesting and fulfilling thing. A religious nun, popularly 
known as a ‘Sister’ is a lady who has gone through the 

processes of an aspirant, a novice, and has done first profession 
and other procedures and finally, final procession in a church 
congregation. She ordinarily makes vows of poverty, obedience 
and chastity.

A lady who joins a religious congregation seeks to do the 
will of God through the accompaniment of her superiors. She 
contributes her own richness and learns to accept her fellow 
Sisters with their differences. She gives herself to the service of 
others. She learns to respond to God’s call and be able to make 
friends and be present to their needs.

QUALITIES

A lady willing to be a religious nun in the congregation must 
have some qualities. She must be someone who has a pass in 
Malawi School Certificate of Education, with at least a credit 
in English. She must present proof of baptism and confirmation 
in the Catholic Church. She must declare her free status, that 
is, she should not be married or was once married. The lady 
should enjoy sufficient physical and mental health; medically 
confirmed, demonstrate sound judgement and show maturity 
and serious motive.

STAGES OF FORMATION

An aspirant is expected to pass through the Pre-postulancy. This 
stage is also known as ‘come and see’. We welcome aspirants 
who wish to follow Jesus Christ with us. The girl is prepared to 
offer herself totally to God. She learns more about the life of the 
congregation and to living in a community. This stage takes one 
full year.

The second stage is Postulancy; this is a formal entrance into the 
life of the community; lives and prays together in the community 
under the guidance of a mistress. She learns to deepen her 
relationship with God and knows more about the congregation 
and its founder. This takes one full year.

The third stage is Noviciate; at this stage, the young lady 
deepens her life of prayer and learns how to live and serve within 
the community. She learns the practice of evangelical counsels 
of Chastity, Poverty and Obedience. This will take her two full 
years and then she professes her vows.

In the congregation she will enjoy the various apostolates such 
as hospital, school, pastoral and farm work. She will have the 
privilege to be sent for studies to sharpen her knowledge in 
particular field.

Being a religious nun in our congregation is nice because, one 
becomes a spiritual mother to many, especially the needy. One 
comes closer to God and radiates God’s love and compassion to 
the needy; the helpless and hopeless. 

MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

Sr Kachiswe

Sister of Charity of Ottawa novices
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Sisters of Our lady are not new in education and health 
sectors in the country. They own and administer the 
famous Stella Marris Girls Secondary School in Blantyre. 

They have Jacaranda Children’s Home of orphans in Limbe and 
operate Kalemba Health Centre in Nsanje. Yet they are new in 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Lilongwe. 

They came on 22 October 2019 three days after one of the first 
three Sisters had made her final vows at Limbe Cathedral in the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Blantyre. They are at a relatively new 
Parish of St. John Paul II at Chitedze. They have constructed a 
community house and currently are involved in pastoral work.

The three Sisters that have opened a new Convent at Chitedze 
are Judith Mwandama who hails from Ntenje Parish, T/A 
Bvumbwe, Blantyre Archdiocese who is also the Community 
Leader and has a 9-year experience in sisterhood having made 
her final vows in 2017; Janet John who hails from Kalemba 
Parish in Bangula with 5 years of Sisterhood and few months 
before her final vows, and Veronica Matekenya who hails from 
Nkhate Parish in Chikwawa with 5 years in Sisterhood and yet 
to make final vows. 

The three joined the faithful at St. John Paul II for a Sunday 
Mass on 27th October 2019. 

According to the Parish Priest of St. John Paul II, Fr. Innocent 
Mtapaonga, the sisters are neither new nor visitors as there are 
no visitors in the Church. He was speaking in reaction to the 
self-introductions the Sisters were asked to make after the Mass 
Celebration.

“On behalf of the Parish Team and Executive, and indeed on 
behalf of the St. John Paul II faithful, I welcome you to your own 
home. Make it your home. As you can see for yourself, we are 
complete with your presence in this Parish,” said Mtapaonga.

The parish also launched its Master Plan on the same function. 
The guest of honour at the function was Episcopal Conference of 
Malawi’s Secretary General, Fr. Henry Saindi who explained the 
5-year strategic plan for the Church in Malawi. He said that the 
strategic plan leans on a mission statement that stipulates that the 
Church should be self-sustaining.  He therefore, recommended 
the St. John Paul II Master Plan as it resonates well with the 
ECM’s Strategic Plan.

SISTERS OF OUR LADY IN A MAIDEN  
SUNDAY MASS DURING ST. JOHN PAUL II FEAST

By Sam Kalimba

From Left; Sr. Janet, Sr. Veronica and Sr. Judith



MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

  |  29

Imfa pakati pa anthu ndi chinthu chimene si chachilendo ayi. 
Anthu akufa tsiku ndi tsiku, anthu timaona zimenezi; timapita 
ku maliro kukalira amzathu. Ngakhale zili motere, ambiri safuna 
kumva za kufa, mwina kusafuna kufa kumene. 

Ambiri amaopa kufa pa zifukwa zosiyanasiyana. Ena mwina 
amaopa kufa chifukwa sadziwa za moyo wina kutsogolo 
akachoka moyo uno. Ena mwina chifukwa chosakonzekera za 
kufa. Ena safuna kumva za imfa chifukwa mwina anadzipezera 
zinthu zochuluka mmoyo wao, kotero kuti kumva zoti adzafa, 
samva bwino; nanga katundu wankhaninkhani alinawowo 
adzasiyira ndani?

Munthu wokhulupirira Mulungu, sangaope kufa ayi. Imfa ndi 
njira yokakumana ndi Mulungu. Imfa imamuchotsera munthu 
zipsyinjo za dziko la pansi, ngati munthu afa ali woyera mtima.

Imfa m’moyo wathu iyenera kufika, chifukwa imatikankhira 
kwa Mulungu. 

Tingatani tsono kuti tisaope imfa? Tidzikonzekera nthawi zonse, 
kukhala maso nthawi zonse, ndi kumatumikira nthawi zonse. 
Kukhala ndi chizolowezi cholapa zakwayipa kungamuthandize 
munthu kuti asakhale wa mantha ndi imfa.

Chachidziwikire ndichakuti tonse tidzafa; chosiliritsa ndi 
chakufa tili mwa Mulungu.

KUGANIZIRA ZA IMFA NDI KUFA
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MPINGO NDIFE TONSE



MPINGO NDIFE TONSE

30  |

All priests in the Catholic church are basically the same 
in terms of their call as priests. The differences are on 
charisms and the congregation in which one is ordained.

Diocesan priesthood is significantly a calling where one is called 
and commissioned to go out and bear fruits among his own 
people. He serves people in his own country; his own diocese.

For one to become a diocesan priest, they have to make their 
intention known to the church through the Small Christian 
Community and the parish where the young man comes from. 
The Parish Priest must have enough information about the 
aspirant and he will have to write a recommendation letter of 
this aspirant.

For an aspirant to the diocesan priesthood has to go through the 
following stages before he is finally ordained priest:

1. Spiritual Formation Centre; this is where he spends a year to 
discern on his priestly vocation and to deepen his spiritual 
life.

2. St. Anthony Major Seminary, Kachebere; the aspirant to 
priesthood undergoes a three year course in philosophy and 
social sciences.

3. St. Peter’s Major Seminary in Zomba; this is where an aspirant 
to the diocesan priesthood undertake studies in theology for 

four years and follows one year of pastoral experience, also 
known as probation. After this one-year pastoral experience, 
the young man goes back to the seminary to complete his 
remaining two years. Within these two years, he is ordained 
deacon and finally, ordained priest.

During the priestly training, the aspirant is sent to parishes or 
church institutions yearly to experience the life of a priest. This 
young man also known as seminarian enjoys his time of stay 
with priests as he shares almost everything with priests; he stays 
in the community of priests, sharing food and drinks together, 
pastoral duties together, etc.

While at the parish, a seminarian is expected to interact with 
the people in the parish such as the youth, men and women, 
children, the elderly and take interest in making visits to the sick, 
the imprisoned and the home bound.

Diocesan priesthood is an interesting priesthood. One has to be 
in collaboration with his Bishop and be close to the sheep that 
he ministers to.

Despite the good moments in the diocesan priesthood, a young 
aspirant has to be aware of the hard conditions such as limited 
resources for carrying out tasks, misunderstanding from some 
parishioners among others. But all in all, there is joy to be called 
to serve as a priest. 

THE VOCATION TO DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD

By Fr. Matthews Sitolo, dp
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Malawi conducted its sixth round of general and second 
round of local elections on 21 May 2019. Despite the 
largely peaceful campaign that preceded the actual 

elections, the aftermath of the voting has been characterised 
with political tension and political instability. Some quarters of 
the society are questioning as to whether the result management 
system as used by the Malawi Electoral commission was well 
done. The matter has been committed to the constitutional court 
in Lilongwe.

This political conflict has resulted into cases of violent protests, 
deaths and the destruction of property. The economy has suffered 
as well with traders and business people struggling to make ends 
meet. It must be mentioned that apart from the general elections 
in 1994, election results in Malawi have been disputed and 
contested. It is in this vein that at the all-inclusive conference that 
the Public affairs committee organised in Blantyre after the 2014 
elections, it was recommended by participants that Malawians 
should consider an electoral reform which unfortunately was 
not supported by some quarters. Parliament actually rejected the 
electoral bills which were brought before it. 

The elections bill was seeking to address some of the challenges 
that have brought Malawi to the current situation. The elections 
bill further sought to restore the trust that 
Most Malawians have lost in the electoral 
management system since 1999. Voter apathy 
in the recent past elections is a proof to this 
fact. The most contentious of the bills, that 
were rejected, related to the amendment of 
section 80(2) of the constitution and section 
96(5) of the presidential and parliamentary 
elections Act to provide for a change for the 
electoral system from a simple majority of 
more than 50 percent in the presidential race.

The other one was the assumption of office 
(transitional arrangement). It proposed for an 
amendment to the constitution to allow that 
swearing in of the president and vice president 
be done after 30 days as prescribed in section 
81(3) of the constitution. These proposed 

pieces of legislation, would 
have answered some of 
these challenges that we 
now face as a country at this 
point in time.

One of the advantages of 
conflicts is that they create 
or modify rules, norms, 
laws and institutions. It is 
through the raising of issues 
that gaps regarding rules, 
laws, and norms can be 
identified and be corrected. 
Problems or frustrations 
left unexpressed result in 
maintaining of an undesired 
status quo. The situation that 
Malawi is going through 
now, gives an opportunity 
to Malawians to refine its 
electoral laws. This could 
be done by re-introducing 

the rejected electoral bills that were recommended by the 
special law commission to parliament and pass them. Whether 
this could be done by restarting the process by re-engaging and 
consultation, this could surely be one way of restoring the trust 
that have been lost in the current electoral system. This also puts 
governance at stake as the ones declared winners are looked at 
with great scepticism as they are not fully accepted as legitimate 
leaders.

In the May 21st 2019 elections, Malawi electoral commission 
instituted a number of positive changes to address past 
shortcomings including a new approach to voter registration, a 
revised election calendar and the creation of constituency tally 
centres. These changes addressed some of the recommendations 
on electoral management.

However, since 1999, to the 2019 elections, Malawi’s electoral 
process has always ended in a judicial process. This is an indication 
that there still exist structural and institutional deficiencies in the 
electoral process which still need to be addressed as a nation. 
Malawians should therefore continue pushing for the electoral 
reforms to have them re-tabled in parliament and avoid a similar 
scenario in the 2024 elections.

MALAWI’S POLITICAL INSTABILITY:  
AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFINE ELECTORAL LAWS

By Fr. Elias Chizule
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Christmas always brings joy to our lives and we always look 
forward to it. But all this has changed in recent times making 
Christmas an affair determined by our current situation and 
experiences. For us to understand the Christian meaning of 
Christmas I think we should actually consider what Christmas 
actually means for it to give us a Christian meaning. 

My child hood memories of Christmas are what I consider a true 
meaning of Christmas. The Christmas period was good and a time 
to travel to our grandparents and a time for lots of food, meeting 
and knowing family members, new clothes, decorations, gifts, 
playing, joy and free spirit, lots of church going and a time to 
relax. I was always enthusiastic to meet the baby Jesus, pray and 
give him gifts and also it was a time of lots of charity works. 
It was all joy to the world because a King was born, it was the 
birthday of the new born Jesus. Our hearts and faces were always 
beaming with joy and happiness and we always looked towards 
Christmas like a mother looking forward for a new born baby, a 
man and a lady looking forward to their wedding or a religious 
looking forward to their final vows or ordination.

As we grow older this is what we all expect Christmas to be, but 
Christmas celebration these days is changed by our experiences 
throughout the year, whatever that has happened to our lives the 
past eleven months. Whatever is happening to our country and 
the rest of the world is playing a big role in lives hence affecting 
our Christmas celebrations, our present circumstances affect 
our Christmas celebrations, the mood is determined by these 

CHRISTMAS: DOES IT REALLY MEAN ANYTHING  
TO US ANYMORE AS CHRISTIANS

By William Njoroge

happenings.

Christmas can be a happy one if we have had a good year, say 
getting engaged or married, the birth of a child, a successful 
project or graduation and getting good results. The mood can 
be bad if one has gone through loss of job, divorce, loss of a 
loved one or unfruitful search of job. The sad current situation 
makes our Christmas a sad affair, some don’t event celebrate 
it and it just passes on like another day. We make Christmas 
no longer about Jesus Christ our savior but it is all about our 
situation, we have let the situation around us determine how 
we celebrate this important day, we do all this despite being 
Christians and bearing the name of Christ.

During this period of Christmas when we go to houses, 
churches, malls, we see the Christmas tree so fresh, green, 
beautiful and nicely decorated. This decoration tells us of the 
life of Jesus who is the tree of life. Like the beautiful decorated 
tree, we see our Lord Jesus Christ who gives meaning to life 
and in whom we find sense in the word in which he lived. 
The beauty signifies his life, his love for us. He is the love of 
God who surrendered his son for the love of us his children 
and he is the son who surrendered himself to God the Father. 
His love brings all joy and celebration it makes us proud 
Christians knowing that he is life giving light that is required 
to redeem us his children and this love for life redeems us 
from mediocrity leading us to the fullness of Gods kingdom. 
(John 3:16)

There is a story told of a boy who was given a tree by his 
father to go and plant and take care of it and the father told 
him that if he takes care of the tree and it grows, it will 
provide for everything he ever wanted.  All he needed was 
to ask the tree and it will provide. So the tree grew and as 
the boy grew and became independent he would go to the 
tree and ask for money and the tree would offer some few 
branches for the boy to trim and get firewood and sell. The 
tree was also medicinal; its roots, bark and leaves were used 
for different types of medicine when the time for the boy to 
build a house came he cut off some branches and had his roof. 
The tree had suckers and he enjoyed everything from the tree. 
When he got old he used to tell his heart not to worry since 
the timber for his coffin was ready from the tree. The tree was 
getting old and the man had not shared the idea of his father 
to the generation to come so as his kids grew, competition for 
the providing tree became high and eventually the demand 
grew higher. The rest of the family members depended on the 
tree and it couldn’t supply for all and at last it finished; they 
had cut it all and never gave Continued on Page 34
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ST. JOHN PAUL II 
- QUICK FACTS

St. John Paul II visited Malawi from 4th May to 6th May, 
1989

St. John Paul II loved five (5) things:

• He loved the youths
• He loved the Rosary and the Virgin Mary
• He loved the Cross
• He loved everyone 
• He loved the Blessed Sacrament

QUICK FACTS ABOUT ST. JOHN PAUL II

⁕ He was born Karol Jozef Wojtyla Junior, on 18 May, 1920 in 
Poland
⁕ His mother died when he was only 9. His father died when he 
was 22
⁕ He was ordained priest in November, 1946
⁕ He was ordained Bishop in 1958, 1963 Archbishop of 
Krakow
⁕ He was made cardinal in 1967
⁕ On 22 October, 1978, he was installed Pope, taking the name 

John Paul II, the names taken by his predecessor to honour the 
two Vatican Council II popes; he came with the message, BE 
NOT AFRAID

⁕ On May 13, 1981, he was shot by a 23-year-old Turkish man, 
Mehmet Ali Agca
⁕ He visited Malawi from 4th May to 6th May, 1989
⁕ He died on 2 April, 2005 at 84
⁕ He was canonised on 27 April, 2014 by Pope Francis
⁕ 22 October is his feast day

The altar on which Pope John Paul II celebrated mass in Lilongwe
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it chance to supply more. 

We as Christians should look at Jesus as this tree of life that 
supplies for us all. He is the beautiful tree of faith that was 
planted in us and it is from it that we siphon all the Lord’s 
goodness for he was crucified on a tree, a productive tree of the 

cross is the tree of life since it is from there that we got salvation 
and it is from there that we become the followers of him. We 
become Christians! Our Christian meaning all lies in the tree 
of life, the beautiful green nicely decorated tree of Christmas 
which gave us Jesus Christ the savior. Christmas is the beautiful 
period to remind us where we are and where we are heading to.

In the Catholic Church, there are many congregations with 
various charisms. One has just to reflect and choose carefully 
the one that may suit them.

In the Archdiocese of Lilongwe, there are as many as 13 
congregations for priests and as many as 23 for religious nuns.

And we have different apostolates such as hospital, school, farm 
management, pastoral and many more.

Let me specifically talk about becoming a Carmelite clergy. A 
Carmelite is a man who is called by God to live with Him and to 
pay allegiance to Jesus and live a life of asceticism and prayer.

On becoming a Carmelite, one must first of all feel the urge to 
be called by God and to be one. Then you write to the vocation 

promoter. Once you have been admitted to join the Carmelite, 
you begin with the postulant where you study philosophy for 
three years and after that you are admitted to the noviciate 
which takes one solid year. After one-year noviciate, you go for 
theology for four years.

After theology you are asked to take some years of theological 
pastoral experience, may be six months or one year and after 
that you are ordained a deacon and then you are approved to be 
ordained a priest.

For a young man to become a Carmelite, first of all he has to 
have a conviction and be a man of prayer; praying all the time 
and to love the scriptures.

Carmel is a place so wonderful that one will enjoy life.

HOW CAN ONE BECOME A CARMELITE CLERGY?

By Samuel Omondi Nabule, ocd

DOES CHRISTMAS REALLY MEAN ANYTHING TO US ANYMORE
Continued on Page 32

Carmelite Brothers
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P. O. Box 33, Lilongwe, Tel: (+265) 01726 396/01725 607

“Come and experience the best hospitality services”

CONFERENCE HALL
1-15 People per day …….…….…....…..MK 15,000.00
16-30 People per day ………….....……MK 20,000.00
30-40 People per day ……….….…...…MK 30,000.00
40 People and above per day ……...…MK 40,000.00

RESTAURANT
1 Course meal of beef or chicken……..MK 3,000.00
1 Course meal of Chambo ………….....MK 3,500.00
2 Course meal of beef or chicken……..MK 3,500.00
2 Course meal of Chambo ……….…....MK 4,000.00
3 Course meal of beef or chicken……..MK 4,000.00
3 Course meal of Chambo ……….……MK 4,500.00

ACCOMMODATION
ALL ROOMS ARE SELF CONTAINED
Executive rooms [Single] …………..…..MK 15,000.00
Executive rooms [Double/ Couple] ……MK 20,000.00
Executive rooms with a ....................…. MK 18,000.00 
lounge [Single] 
Executive rooms with a …..................... MK 23,000.00 
lounge [Double/Couple]
Standard rooms [Single]……………….MK 12,000.00
Standard rooms [ Double]……………..MK 17,000.00
Standard rooms [Single]……………….MK 13,500.00
Standard rooms [ Double]……………..MK 18,500.00

We offer quality accommodation, meals, and conference facilities at affordable prices. We 
are located in a serene, safe and secure environment just before you reach Msamba Parish.
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